54                                     TO THE STUDENTS
family, and has made many depart from the path of rectitude.
Who does not know, what questionable things fathers of fami-
lies in need of money for their children's education have consi-
dered it their duty to do ? I am convinced that we are in for
far worse times, unless we change the whole system of our
education. We have only touched the fringe of an ocean of
children. The vast mass of them remain without education, not
for want of will but of ability and knowledge on the part of the
parents. There is something radically wrong, especially for a
nation so poor as ours, when parents have to support so many
grown-up children, and give them a highly expensive education
without the children making any immediate return. I can see
nothing wrong in the children, from the very threshold of their
education, paying for it in work. The simplest handicraft sui-
table for all, required for the whole of India, is undoubtedly
spinning along with the previous processes. If we introduce
this in our educational institutions, we should fulfil three purpo-
ses :. make education self-supporting, train the bodies of the
children as well as their minds, and pave the way for a complete
boycott of foreign yarn and cloth. Moreover, the children thus
equipped will become self-reliant and independent. I would
suggest to the correspondent that he should invite all the mem-
bers of his family to contribute to its upkeep by spinning or
weaving. Under my scheme, no child is entitled to education,
who does not spin a minimum quantity of yarn. Such families
will acquire a prestige for self-respect and independence not
hitherto dreamt of. This scheme does not exclude a liberal edu-
cation, but on the contrary brings it within the easy reach of
every boy or girl, and restores literary training to its original
dignity by making it primarily a means of mental and moral
culture, and only secondarily and indirectly a means of
livelihood,
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